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Learned	Socie;es	have	the	goal	to	promote		
physics	&	physicists’	interests	

	
Their	means	are:	

§  Membership	
§  Prizes	
§  Mee=ngs,	conferences	
§  Bulle=ns,	newsleBers,	social	media	
§  Scien=fic	publica=ons	
§  Declara=ons,	statements,	surveys,	reports	
§  Ini=a=ves	&	ac=ons		

	–	The	Interna=onal	Year	of	Light	2015	
												(13,000	events	take	place	with	an	impact	that	reached	147	countries)	
									–		The	Interna=onal	Year	of	Science	for	Development	2022…	
	 	–	March	for	Science	2017	



The	European	
Physical	Society	

(EPS)	

An	example	for	all	...	






The	European	Physical	Society	was	founded	in	Geneva,	Switzerland	
in	1968	–	through	the	inspired	leadership	of	Gilberto	Bernardini	
(CERN	Research	Director)		
“as	a	further	demonstra;on	of	the	determina;on	of	scien;sts	to	
collaborate	as	close	as	possible	in	order	to	make	their	posi;ve	
contribu;on	to	the	strength	of	European	cultural	unity”	
	



	

§  The	European	Physical	Society	encompasses:	
— 			42	MEMBER	SOCIETIES	(DPG,	IOP,	SFP,	SIF	…	Cyprus)			
— 			OVER	40	ASSOCIATE	MEMBER	INSTITUTIONS	(CERN,	DESY,	ESRF,	JINR,		

		GSI,	ESA…	CEA,	MPI,	FOM,	INFN,	Centro	Fermi…	IHA,	IIT,	IPTI…	
		CAEN,	EDISON)		

— 			OVER	4000	INDIVIDUAL	MEMBERS	
	

§  The	EPS	represents	as	a	whole	a	community	of	OVER	105	PHYSICISTS	
					(mostly	from	DPG	&	IOP)	

§  The	EPS	has	bilateral	agreements	with:	
— 	OVER	20	COLLABORATING	SOCIETIES	(APS,	AAPPS		…	EuCheMS)		

§  The	EPS	provides	an	INTERNATIONAL	FORUM	for	physicists	and	acts	as	
a	FEDERATION	of	physical	socie=es		

§  The	EPS	works	to	PROMOTE	the	interests	of	PHYSICISTS	&	PHYSICS	in	
Europe	and	the	world	over	

§  The	EPS	headquarters	are	in	Mulhouse,	F	(with	PoP	in	Brussels,	B)	



§  The	EPS	promotes	EXCELLENT	PHYSICS	RESEARCH	
						through	its	DIVISONS	(11)	and	GROUPS	(7)	
	
	

•  Atomic,	Molecular	&	Op=cal	Physics	Division–AMOPD	(3	Sec=ons)	
•  Condensed	MaBer	Division–CMD	(7	Sec=ons)	
•  Division	of	Physics	in	Life	Sciences–DPLS	
•  Environmental	Physics	Division–EPD	
•  European	Solar	Physics	Division–ESPD	
•  High	Energy	Par=cle	Physics	Division–HEPPD	
•  Nuclear	Physics	Division–NPD	
•  Physics	Educa=on	Division–PED	
•  Plasma	Physics	Division–PPD	(2	Sec=ons)	
•  Quantum	Electronics	&	Op=cs	Division–QEOD	
•  Sta=s=cal	&	Nonlinear	Physics	Division–SNPD	

•  Accelerator	Group–AG	
•  Computa=onal	Physics	Group–CPG	
•  Energy	Group–EG	
•  Experimental	Physics	&	Control	Group–EPCG	
•  History	of	Physics	Group–HoPG	
•  Physics	for	Development	Group–PDG	
•  Technology	&	Innova=on	Group–TIG	



§  The	renown	of	EPS	PRIZES	&	CONFERENCES	&	WORKSHOPS				
is	very	high:	these	EPS	mee=ngs	–	some	of	which	jointly	
organized	with	Collabora=ng/Member	Socie=es	–		
remain	as	model	mee=ngs	for	the	whole	interna=onal	
physics	community	

					(several	thousands	of	aWendants/year)	
	

§  The	EPS	has	a	number	of	ACTION	COMMITTEES	
—		to	supply	a	European	view	on	important	ques=ons	
						rela=ng	to	physics	and	to	society	at	large	
—		to	act	as	a	catalyst	for	bringing	together	physicists	in	
						different	fields	and	different	countries	
	

•  Forum	on	Physics	&	Society–FPS	
•  Equal	Opportuni=es–EOC	
•  European	Integra=on–CEI	
•  Conference	CommiBee–CC	
•  Young	Minds–EPSYM	
•  Historic	Sites–HS	…	



EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	

The	EPS	Historic	Sites	Award	commemorates	places	in	Europe	
important	for	the	development	and	the	history	of	PHYSICS	
	
Sites	with	na=onal	or	European/interna=onal	significance	to	physics	
and	its	history	can	be	considered	for	the	Historic	Site	dis=nc=on	
from	the	EPS	
		
à	places	(laboratories,	buildings,	ins=tu=ons,	universi=es,	towns	
etc…)	associated	with	an	event,	discovery,	research	or	body	of	work,	
by	one	or	more	individuals,	that	made	long	las=ng	contribu=ons	to	
physics	
	
	

		



EPS	Historic	Sites	CommiBee:	
Mar=n	Huber	
Maciej	Kolwas	
Ove	Poulsen	

Peter	Maria	Schuster	–	HoP	Group	
Fritz	Wagner	

Alan	Chodos	(APS)	
Enrique	Sanchez	(EPS	YM)	

LC	–	Chair	
	
Nomina=ons	are	open	throughout	the	year	from	the	EPS	website	
and	reviewed	3	=mes/year	
	
The	EPS	works	with	the	nominators	to	obtain	local	authorisa=ons	for	
placing	a	plaque	and	in	organising	the	commemora=ve	ceremony	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



	
For	each	EPS	HS	award	ceremony:	
•  Involvement	of	local	na=onal	Member	Society	&	Associate	Member	Ins=tu=on		

&	Authori=es		
•  Presence	of	EPS	delega=on		
•  News	in	e-EPS	electronic	newsleBer	
•  Ar=cle	in	EPN	magazine	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Already	54	proposals	received	from	22	different	countries	since	the	
establishment	of	the	EPS	HS	dis=nc=on	(2011)		
•  Spontaneous	
•  Channelled	through	na=onal	Physical	Socie=es	(e.g.	DPG)	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Through	March	2017	33	EPS	Historic	Sites	have	been	inaugurated	in	
18	different	Countries		

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



1.	The	 of	the	Physics	Ins=tute	of	Panisperna	
Street	–	Fermi	Centre,	Rome,	Italy,	20	April	2012	
2.	Laboratory	"Les	Cosmiques",	Col	du	Midi,	Chamonix,	France,	23	
July	2012	
3.	Hoza	69,	Warsaw,	Poland,	10	January	2013	
4.	The	Study	of	Bruno	Pontecorvo	–	JINR,	Dubna,	Russia,	22	February	
2013	
5.	The	 ,	Florence,	Italy,	17	May	2013	
6.	The	Villa	Griffone	in	Pontecchio	Marconi,	Bologna,	Italy,	26	May	
2013	
7.	The	Observatory	of	Tycho	Brahe,	Hven	Island,	Landskrona,	
Sweden,	11	September	2013	
8.	The	LAL-LURE	Accelerator	Complex,	Orsay,	Paris,	France,	13	
September	2013	
9.	PTB,	Formerly	PTR,	The	Na=onal	Metrology	Ins=tute,	Berlin,	
Germany,	8	October	2013	
	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



10.	The	Cathedral,	Kamien	Pomorski,	Poland,	11	October	2013	
11.	The	Neutrino	Experiment	at	MTA	Atomki,	Debrecen,	Hungary,	25	
October	2013	
12.	The	Niels	Bohr	Ins=tute,	Copenhagen,	Denmark,	3	December	2013	
13.	The	AdA	Storage	Ring	at	the	INFN	Frasca=	Na=onal	Laboratory,	
Frasca=,	Rome,	Italy,	5	December	2013	
14.	The	European	Birthplace	of	the	Atomic	Timekeeping	–	NPL,	
Teddington,	UK,	31	January	2014	
15.	BlackeB	Laboratory	–	Imperial	College,	London,	UK,	30	April	2014	
16.	The	Fabra	Observatory,	Barcelona,	Spain,	9	May	2014	
17.	Georgi	Nadjakov's	Study	–	Bulgarian	Academy	of	Sciences,	Sofia,	
Bulgaria,	24	May	2014	
18.	The	 ,	SC	–	CERN,	Geneva,	Switerland,	19	June	
2014	
19.The	Kamerlingh	Onnes	Laboratory	and	Lorentz	Ins=tute,	Leiden,	
The	Netherlands,	9	February	2015.			
20.	Fasor	Lutheranian	High	School,	Budapest,	Hungary,	23	April	2015	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



21.	The	Ludwig	Maximilian	University,	Munich,	Germany,	6	May	2015	
22.	The	“Residencia	de	Estudiantes”,	Madrid,	Spain,	13	May	2015			
23.	The	Mount	Vesuvius	Observatory,	Hercolaneum,	Naples,	Italy,	23	
May	2015		
24.	The	Vienna	Ins=tute	for	Radium	Research,	Vienna,	Austria,	28	May	
2015	
25.	The	Einstein	House,	Bern,	Switzerland,	as	Joint	APS-EPS	Historic	
Site,	14	September	2015	
26.	The	Hotel	Metropole,	Brussels,	Belgium,	24	October	2015	
27.	The	Ernst	Mach	Physics	Ins=tute,	Prague,	Czech	Republic,	18	
February	2016	
28.	 of	the	University	of	Coimbra,	Coimbra,	
Portugal,	11	March	2016	
29.	The	Former	Physical	Ins=tute	of	the	University	of	Würzburg,	
Würzburg,	Germany,	7	June	2016	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



30.		The	“Piersan=	MaBarella	Tower	of	Thought”	of	the	EBore	
Majorana	Founda=on	and	Centre	for	Scien=fic	Culture,	Erice,	Italy,	21	
August	2016	
31.		Uddamanska	House,	Kungälv,	Sweden,	29	October	2016	
32.		The	Ins=tute	for	Advanced	Study,	Princeton,	NJ,	USA,	as	Joint	APS-
EPS	Historic	Site,	9	November	2016	
33.		 of	the	University	of	Geneva,	Geneva,	Switzerland,	
29	March	2017	
	
	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	



ENTRO 
FERMI
Museo Storico della Fisica e 
Centro Studi e Ricerche Enrico Fermi 

C Rome, Italy – 20 April 2012 



Chamonix, France – 23 July 2012 



Florence, Italy – 17 May 2013 

EUROPEAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY – EPS HISTORIC SITE  
THE HILL OF ARCETRI  
 
THE EUROPEAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY (EPS) HAS DESIGNATED THIS HILL, RICH IN BUILDINGS OF HISTORICAL 
AND SCIENTIFIC INTEREST, AS AN EPS HISTORIC SITE. TRAVELLING UP THE HILL, ONE CAN SEE IN THE 
FOLLOWING ORDER: 
– THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE FORMER INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS, COMMISSIONED BY ANTONIO GARBASSO IN 
1921. A GROUP OF BRILLIANT PHYSICISTS, SUCH AS GILBERTO BERNARDINI, ENRICO FERMI, GIUSEPPE 
OCCHIALINI, GIULIO RACAH, FRANCO RASETTI AND BRUNO ROSSI, WORKED HERE. AND IT WAS HERE THAT 
ENRICO FERMI WROTE HIS FUNDAMENTAL WORK ON THE STATISTICS OF ELECTRONS IN 1926. 
– THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF OPTICS, FOUNDED IN 1927 BY VASCO RONCHI, A LEADING LIGHT IN THE 
REBIRTH OF OPTICS IN ITALY. 
– THE ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY OF ARCETRI, BUILT IN 1872 ON THE INITIATIVE OF GIOVAN BATTISTA 
AMICI AND GIOVAN BATTISTA DONATI. GIORGIO ABETTI WAS LATER TO PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ITS 
DEVELOPMENT. 
– VILLA IL GIOIELLO, LYING HIGHER UP THE HILL JUST OUTSIDE THE COMPLEX. THIS IS WHERE GALILEO 
GALILEI SPENT THE LAST YEARS OF HIS LIFE (1631-1642) AND FINISHED WRITING HIS FUNDAMENTAL WORK 
ENTITLED “DISCOURSES AND MATHEMATICAL DEMONSTRATIONS RELATING TO TWO NEW SCIENCES” 
(1638). 

 
SITO STORICO DELLA SOCIETÀ EUROPEA DI FISICA – EPS HISTORIC SITE  
LA COLLINA DI ARCETRI  
 
IN QUESTO LUOGO, DESIGNATO COME SITO STORICO DELLA SOCIETÀ EUROPEA DI FISICA (EPS), SALENDO 
LUNGO LA COLLINA SI TROVANO EDIFICI DI VALORE STORICO E SCIENTIFICO, NEL SEGUENTE ORDINE: 
– LA SEDE DELL'ALLORA ISTITUTO DI FISICA, COSTRUITA NEL 1921 GRAZIE AD ANTONIO GARBASSO, DOVE 
HA OPERATO UN GRUPPO DI BRILLANTI FISICI QUALI GILBERTO BERNARDINI, ENRICO FERMI, GIUSEPPE 
OCCHIALINI, GIULIO RACAH, FRANCO RASETTI E BRUNO ROSSI. QUI ENRICO FERMI SCRISSE NEL 1926 IL 
SUO FONDAMENTALE LAVORO SULLA STATISTICA DEGLI ELETTRONI. 
– L'ISTITUTO NAZIONALE DI OTTICA, FONDATO NEL 1927 DA VASCO RONCHI, PROTAGONISTA DELLA 
RINASCITA DELL' OTTICA IN ITALIA. 
– L'OSSERVATORIO ASTROFISICO DI ARCETRI COSTRUITO NEL 1872 SU INIZIATIVA DI GIOVAN BATTISTA 
AMICI E GIOVAN BATTISTA DONATI E AL CUI SVILUPPO CONTRIBUÌ IN MODO DETERMINANTE GIORGIO 
ABETTI. 
– PIÙ IN ALTO, AI CONFINI DEL COMPRENSORIO, È COLLOCATA LA VILLA IL GIOIELLO DOVE GALILEO GALILEI 
TRASCORSE GLI ULTIMI ANNI DELLA SUA VITA (1631-1642). QUI COMPLETÒ LA SCRITTURA DELLA SUA 
FONDAMENTALE OPERA “DISCORSI E DIMOSTRAZIONI MATEMATICHE INTORNO A DUE NUOVE SCIENZE” 
(1638). 
 

 FIRENZE — XX MAGGIO 2013 
ALLA PRESENZA DI ............................................... 

IN OCCASIONE DEL .....................................................................  
!

	
	



Pontecchio Marconi (Bologna), Italy – 26 May 2013 



Hven Island (Landskrona), Sweden  
11 September 2013 

	
	
	
	
	



Orsay (Paris), France – 13 September 2013 

	
	
	
	
	



Frascati (Rome), Italy – 5 December 2013 

	
	
	
	
	



Teddington, UK – 31 January 2014 

	
	
	
	
	

NPL, National Physical Laboratory 



London, UK – 30 April 2014 

	
	
	
	
	

Imperial College, Blackett Laboratory 



Sofia, Bulgaria – 24 May 2014 

	
	
	
	
	



     Leiden, The Netherlands – 9 February 2015 

The Kamerlingh Onnes Laboratory and 
Lorentz Institute 



    Madrid, Spain – 13 May 2015 

The “Residencia de Estudiantes” 



 Budapest, Hungary – 23 April 2015 



 Vienna, Austria – 28 May 2015 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

European Physical Society – EPS Historic Site
The Vienna Institute for Radium Research



	Already	scheduled	inaugura=ons	in	2017,	in	4	different	
countries:	
	
•	The	Ins=tute	of	Physics	of	the	Georg-August	University	of	
Göungen,	Göungen,	Germany,	7	June	2017	
	
•		H.H.	Wills	Physics	Laboratory	(Royal	Fort)	of	the	University	of	
Bristol,	Bristol,	UK,	13	September	2017	
	
•		IBM	Research	Laboratory,	Rüschlikon,	Zürich,	Switzerland,	26	
September	2017	
	
•	The	Milan	Milankovic	Climate	Research	Centre,	Belgrade,	
Serbia	(already	declared	on	3	October	2014,	inaugura=on	date	
t.b.d.).	



	
For	each	EPS	HS	award	ceremony	so	far:	
	
•  Improvement	of	mutual	rela=ons	between	EPS	and	local	na=onal	

Member	Socie=es	&	Associate	Member	Ins=tu=ons		&	Authori=es		
•  Increase	of	EPS	impact	&	visibility	
•  Enhancement	of	some	‘spirit	of	belonging’	to	EPS	
	
Moreover	
•  Awareness	that	not	only	ARTISTIC	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	&	

NATURAL	HERITAGE	should	be	preserved	for	humankind		
					but	also	SCIENTIFIC	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	
	

This	was	the	goal!	

EPS	HISTORIC	SITES	


