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Summary 

• Historical context 

• Museum University 
policies 

• Science communication 
and exhibition 

• Digital technologies 

 

 

 



Jesuit Complex of Coimbra (1542-1759) 

First Jesuit Colleges built in Portugal,  

founded in 1542 

Carlo Grandi, 1732 engraving 

College of Jesus       Dinning hall     College of Arts 



Evidence of Jesuit Science teaching 
Educational tiles 

Mathematics   Astronomy    Physics 



Christophori Borri, Collecta 
Astronomica..., 1631 

Coimbra Jesuit Colleges 
(1542-1759) 

Humanities and Arts 

Rhetoric 

Philosophy 



The Marquis of Pombal in Coimbra  
(1772-1777) UC 

Expulsion of Jesuits, 1759 
University Reform Statutes, 1772 (BGUC) 
 

The Enlightened Reform 



College of Jesus, Fac. of Philosophy and Fac. of Medicine, and Chemistry Laboratory 
albumin, F. T. Araújo 1869 



 

Cabinet of Physics 18th century, Col. Jesus, albumin, A. Bobone 1893 



 

Natural History Museum, 18th century gallery, Col. Jesus, albumin, A. Bobone 1893 
 



 

Natural History Museum, Zoology, 19th century  



 

Collection Etnographic, College of Jesus (?), albumin, A. Bobone 1893 



 

Botany, Herbarium, S. Bento College, albumin, A. Bobone 1893 
 



Chemistry Laboratory,  
18th century, albumin,  
A. Bobone 1893 
 



Amphitheatre, Chemistry Laboratory, c. 1850, albumin, A. Bobone 1893 
 



Practical laboratory, Chemistry Laboratory, c. 1880, albumin, A. Bobone 1893 
 



Museum of Science, Phase I, Chemistry Laboratory, 2006 

The Museum of Science 



Amphitheatre, after restoration, Chemistry Laboratory, 2006 



Practical laboratory, after restoration, Chemistry Laboratory, 2006 



 Back laboratory room, “Light and 
Matter”, Object/Interactive 
exhibition approach, Chemistry 
Laboratory, 2006 



 

Museum of Science, Chemistry Laboratory, “Light and Matter”, digital labels, 2006  



Museum of Science, Chemistry Laboratory, 
18th century memory room, 2006 

Magic Planet, Global Imagination 



Merge of departmental museums, combined collections management 
Museum of Science, College of Jesus, 2010 



COIMBRA UNIVERSITY 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, 22 June 2013 
Phnom Penh, Vietnam 



Museum of Science 
6. Laboratorio Chimico 
7. College of Jesus 
8. Academic Museum 
 80.000 visitors 

Yard of Schools and Palace 
1. Library + Acad. Prison  
2. Chapel of S. Miguel 
3. Capelos Room 
4. Tower 
5. General Studies 
 1.000.000 visitors 
 

9. Botanical Garden 
 200.000 visitors 

Visitors’ Management in the Campus  
by Tourism UC, 2016 



… 
> Health and Well Being 
> Cultural and Landscape Touring  
> City Breaks 
 Religious and Cultural Circuits  
 … 

 

Guide of Portugal, Monocle, nov. 2014 

Porto 

Lisbon 

Algarve 

COIMBRA 

 



Tourism UC offer, 2016 



Joanine Library, 1717-1728 



Education management was passed to Tourism UC 

Education activities    S. João bonfire feast, night event 

Museum of Science, 2016   Museum of Science, 2016 

 



Guided Tours 



College of Jesus, Phase II  

1st floor 



Museum entrance hall, 1st floor, College of Jesus 



The Physics amphitheatre Cabinet of Physics, Museum of Science, College of Jesus, 2016 



Cabinet of Physics, EPS  heritage site, Museum of Science, College of Jesus, 2016 



Cabinet of Physics, 18th century room, Museum of Science, College of Jesus 



Cabinet of Physics, 18th century room, Museum of Science, College of Jesus 



 

Cabinet of Physics, 18th century room, Museum of Science, College of Jesus 



Extended text label and illustration, Cabinet of Physics  



Long floor label and illustrations for selected objects, Cabinet of Physics  



Cabinet of Physics, early 19th century room, Museum of Science, College of Jesus 



Electrostatic machines with long floor label, Cabinet of Physics 



Instrument brought from storage, long floor label and illustration, Cabinet of Physics  



The Natural History amphitheatre, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus 



Vandelli’s Room, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus 



Recreation of natural curiosities cabinet,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Recreation of Vandelli’s Cabinet,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Recreation of Vandelli’s Cabinet,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Recreation of Vandelli’s Cabinet,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Philosophical voyages 18th century,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Preventive conservation,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Philosophical voyages 18th century,  Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Whales room, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



 

Updating fish display, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Introducing an invertebrates showcase, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Giant clams display, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Antelopes cleaning and conservation, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



 

Antelopes cleaning and conservation, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Antelopes cleaning and display, Africa room, Natural History gallery, 2017 



Antelopes display, Africa room, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus 2017 



 

Zebra, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Corner room, showcase dismantling, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



 

Moving old showcases, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



 

Moving old showcases, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



 

Moving old showcases, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



 

Putting old showcases back in place, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Putting old showcases back in place, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Finished room, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



Portugal room, Natural History gallery, College of Jesus, 2017 



How to make old galleries more appealing? 

 



The day after Pokemon Go 



Augmented reality  

“Skin and Bones” 

Smithsonian Natural History Museum 



Thank you! 


