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PROJECT GOAL: A Biographic Dictionary of Italian
Physicists, articulated in three main sections

I. From the Renaissance to the Risorgimento 
(Physicists born before 1770)

II. From the Risorgimento to the II World War 
(Physicists born between 1770 and 1918)

III. The Second Postwar Period (Physicists born 
between 1918 and 1948)

• Two versions: Online Dictionary and Printed
Dictionary

First extensive work of archival research and 
historiographical review aimed at identifying
and describing all the Italians contributing to 

Physics.
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MAIN RESULTS ACHIEVED IN 2019

Focus in 2019: Section I 

From the Renaissance to the Risorgimento (Physicists born in 1452-1770)

223 Physicists have been identified and a large amount of biographical 

data has been collected (mainly from secondary sources) 

Biographical data sheets have been prepared and uploaded online

http://osiris.df.unipi.it/~rossi/Indice%20Dizionario.pdf 

A final version of Volume I is in press

Section II

From the Risorgimento to II World War (Physicists born in 1770-1918)

Part 1 (letters A-C) has been published (supplement of Giornale di Fisica)

Part 2 (letters D-L) has been completed and sent to the printer

Part 3 (letters M-P) has been completed and is being revised



Results achieved in 2019
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• Careful study of available secondary sources in order to identify all subjects  
born between the XV and the XVIII century that might be labelled as 
«physicists», using a very broad definition of the term.

223 subjects identified – Only 6 women!
Faustina Pignatelli – Laura Bassi – Maria Gaetana Agnesi –
Maria Angela Ardinghelli – Cristina Roccati – Lucia Galeazzi

For a comparison Italian Biographic Dictionary Treccani         about 150 

about the period Wikipedia         about 160 

under investigation Poggendorff about 170 
physicists
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A special byproduct of our research:

The time growth of the number of Italian physicists has been 

exponential from the XV to the XX century!

The (approximate) annual growth rate is 1.3%

In the second half of the XV century a physicist was born every 50 years

Around the year 1700 a physicist was born every year

In the first half of the XX century 50 physicists were born every year
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Another byproduct of our research:

A complete collection of the holders of Physics Chairs in Italian 

Universities
Volume I (in press – available online)

APPENDICE: Le Cattedre di Fisica nell’Italia preunitaria

Volume II (in preparation – available online): 
APPENDICI: Docenti di Fisica Sperimentale (1860-1943)

Docenti di Fisica Superiore (1920-1943) e di Fisica Teorica (1925-1943)    

Docenti di Fisica Tecnica e Fisica terrestre (1860-1943)

Docenti di Matematica per Chimici (1893-1943)

Docenti di Meccanica Razionale e Superiore, Fisica Matematica (1860-1943)

Docenti di Astronomia e Geodesia (1860-1943)
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The published version (Volume II)
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Pagination by SIF Editorial Staff, courtesy

of Barbara Ancarani 

Long Biographical notes Short Biographical
notes
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The online presentation of data (Volume II)

Data:

• SURNAME and NAME (spouse and 
children)

• Place and date of birth and death
• Paternity and motherhood
• Place and period of pre-university 

studies
• Place and period of university studies
• Place, date and thesis supervisor
• Title and topic of the thesis
• Academic and / or professional 

career (periods, places, positions)
• Retirement date
• Main research topics Publications on 

Nuovo Cimento
• Monographs, other publications
• Essential bibliography

CLIC: 
Pdf
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MILESTONES 2020-2021 

• 2020: completion of Volume II of the Dictionary:                   
four “light” supplements of the “Giornale di Fisica” 
(A-C published, D-L in press, M-P to be submitted 
within January 2020, Q-Z to be completed within 
March 2020).

• 2020: collection of materials and preliminary 
drafting of the sheets relating to Volume III
(estimated number of entries: 1500-2000).

• 2021: completion of Volume III, online and printed 
version.

• 2021: first update of the printed version.



CONFERENCES 2019 – Speakers and/or Organizers:
• XXXIX Congress of the Italian Society for the History of Physics and Astronomy /SISFA) 

University of Pisa and Virgo site, September 9-12, under the patronage of Centro Fermi.
• 105° Congress of the Italian Physical Society (SIF):  L’Aquila September 23-27. 1) A. La 

Rana, A historical perspective on the 3rd generation GW detectors: the early attempts for a 
joint European effort (1986-1990); P. Rossi, La figura e l’opera di Riccardo Felici nel 200°
anniversario della nascita

• «Il valore della fisica. Enrico Persico nella cultura italiana del Novecento»: Torino, 2-3 
October. P. Rossi, La diffusione della meccanica quantistica in Italia.
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SISFA 2019 (Pisa)



PAPERS

P. Rossi:
• Mario and Lamberto Allegretti: the eventful life 

of two Pisan physicists” and Gli effetti delle 
leggi razziali sulla Fisica in Atti del XXXVIII 
Congresso SISFA, Messina 3-6 ottobre 2018 

A.La Rana:
• Italian physicists of all times: a biographical

dictionary in preparation, in Il Nuovo Cimento C-
Colloquia and Communications in Physics, 
2019. In press.

• Vanna Tongiorgi, in Dizionario Biografico degli 
Italiani, Treccani, (2019). In press.

• Ritratto di un antifascista: il matematico Giulio 
Bisconcini, in Atti del XXXVIII Convegno 
annuale della SISFA (Messina, October 3-6, 
2018)
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